English III Honors ALA – Poetry Allusion Project

In Lit Circle Groups

Day 1:  Research (Finish for homework what you don’t get done in class)
Start by doing some research on the poet that your group has to tackle.  Tell a little about the poet’s life, the times/places they lived in, and about their style and influences.  If you can find information about the writing of the poem your assigned (or the collection it came from) that would be quite helpful also!  (1 page minimum) (10 pts.)
Look for allusions in the poem.  Remember that the biggies are The Bible, Shakespeare, Greek/Roman mythology, and fairy tales.  Still there may be other allusions that don’t fall into one of these categories.  Make sure to take note of them as well.


Once you’ve identified what seem to be allusions research them.  What’s the story behind these allusions?  By learning these stories we’re bound to unlock some of the poem’s meaning.  (1 page minimum) (30 pts.)
Finally, what is the poet trying to say with the poem?  How is he/she using allusion to say it.  In addition what other devices are at play that help to fill the poem with meaning. (1 page minimum) (10 pts.)
Day 2: Plan your lesson

Figure out how you can teach this poem to your class in 15-20 minutes.  You will have to create some sort of presentation (5 slide minimum).  Aside from this, be creative!  Ask yourself what the students will need to know to get some meaning out of the poem.  What is the best way to get that information across to your fellow students?   You have all class to plan the lesson!  Make it a killer!
Day 3: Lesson Presentations

Today you’ll be teaching us all that you’ve learned in the last two days about your poem.  Remember you have 15-20 minutes to fill.  Be engaging! (50 pts).

Presentation Grade breakdown:


Accuracy of information (20 pts)

Presentation (slides) (10 pts)


Preparedness (10 pts)


Lesson Creativity (10 pts)

