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CHAPIN HIGH SCHOOL

http://www.lexrich5.org/ChapinHS.cfm 
	Course: AP English Literature & Composition
	Length of Course: year


	South Carolina

Uniform Grading Scale

A= 90-100

B= 80-89
C= 70-79
D= 60-69
F= Below 59

	Instructor: Patrick Funk

	Number of Credits: 1
	

	E-mail: pfunk@lexrich5.org 
Web site: www.funkclasschs.weebly.com 

	Type: Advanced Placement

Voice Mail: 803.575.5400 ex.5515

	


I. Course Description:  
An Advanced Placement course in English Literature and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of imaginative literature of recognized merit written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and contexts and in becoming skilled writers who can compose a critical analysis of these works.  Both their writing and their reading should make students consider a work’s structure, style, themes, as well as the myriad literary elements that are employed in order to contribute to the effectiveness of the work as a whole. Therefore students will deal daily with close reading and writing because an understanding of the piece as well as the ability to explain the piece is vital to being able to effectively write an evaluative analytical essay. Through frequent reading, conferencing, writing, and revision/revisiting the writing, the students will view and improve their ability to effectively use diction, syntax, coherent and logical organization, and to use both specific illustrative details and generalizations to prove their thesis.
Equivalent to a college-level literature course, which is taught significantly above grade level, this course is designed for students who have demonstrated superior ability in communication, reading, research, and writing skills.  The focus of the course is an in-depth reading of imaginative literature such as prose, poetry and drama in order to improve both analysis and writing ability. Writing ranges from informal, reflective journals to formal, critical papers. There will be many opportunities during this course to provide peer-peer feedback, teacher-peer feedback, and take papers through a writing process. Students will also be expected to perform impromptu writing based on readings. The overarching goal is for students to discover their strengths in analysis and writing and to build on these as well as discover weaknesses in order to improve these areas. 
In addition to writing students will also participate in a variety of discussion modes: Socratic seminars, small group and large group. While an understanding of standard English grammar is presumed students will also be expected to become more mature writers by employing varied sentence structure, parallelism, proper modifiers etc. based on modeling the writing of published authors. Similarly, since annotated papers in    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor MLA format
 are required, students are expected to be acquainted with the Modern Language Association's guidelines for writing and citations. 
The course overview, goals, and objectives for this class are taken from the AP English Course Description published by the College Board. Many of the texts and authors used in this course have been chosen based on the representative list that is also included in this publication. In addition many of the assignments implemented in this course are derived from The AP Vertical Teams Guide for English which is also published by the College Board. A complete list of publication information for these sources and others can be found in the student resources and teacher resources sections of this syllabus.
The AP Literature exam will be given Wednesday, May 6, 2019 at 8 am.  

Please note: In accordance with Board Policy IHCD-R, all students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses must take The College Board administered examination.  Refusal to participate in the AP exam will result in the course weight dropping from AP weight to honors weight.  
II. Instructional Goals: English 4 AP provides opportunities for students to:
a. analyze and interpret how meaning is embodied in literary form
b. consider the social and historical values a work reflects and embodies
c. develop a tolerance and understanding of different genres of literature and diverse ideas in literary criticism
d. develop critical reading skills through close reading of poetry, prose, and drama
e. analyze effective traits in style of diverse writers, including elements such as purpose, audience, tone, syntax, irony, figurative language, diction, and point of view
f. create a personal writing style through effective use of rhetoric in expository, analytical, documented argumentative, and creative essays, including controlling tone, using logical organization, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure
g. develop effective personal research skills
h. develop speaking, listening, and presentation skills
i. expand vocabulary
j. practice and master strategies for taking the SAT, ACT, and AP exams
III. Textbooks and supplemental works:

a. Primary text: Jago, Carol, et al. Literature & Composition: Reading, Writing, Thinking. Bedford Bks St Martin's, 2017.
b. Foster, Thomas C. How to Read Literature like a Professor: a Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading between the Lines. New York: Harper, 2008. Print.
c. Additional reading in fiction, drama, and poetry will be chosen in order to meet the needs and interests of the class.  Through a parent’s written request, a student may also have an alternative assignment to substitute for any class reading requirement.  Magazine articles and videos relating to the studied literature will be incorporated.
d. Additional readings may include, but are not limited to: 
i. The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
ii. Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
iii. The Awakening by Kate Chopin
iv. Hamlet by William Shakespeare
v. Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
vi. The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner
vii. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
viii. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
ix. The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
x. The Kite Runner  by Kahled Hosseini
e. Additional Test-Preparation Texts
i. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature by Estelle Rankin and Barbara L. Murphy
ii. Cliffs AP: English Literature and Composition by Allan Casson
f. Websites to Help Students:  Please check the “Links” page of my website for even more helpful resources.
i. http://funkclasschs.weebly.com My teaching website – You will use this DAILY to access information and materials.  Please make sure that you have a charged device so that you are ready to learn.  Think of this website as one of your textbooks for class.
ii. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ (online writing lab)
iii. http://www.bartleby.com/141/ (Strunk and White’s Elements of Style)
iv. http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ (grammar review for specific areas of language usage; allows for individualized instruction on grammar usage)

v. https://wordcounter.net/ (Students can paste in a paper or text, and the application will analyze the paper for overused words, as well as give word count and character count totals.)

vi. http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html (AP Central: information for students and parents about AP courses and testing)
vii. http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/ ("Grammar Girl provides short, friendly tips to improve your writing. Covering the grammar rules and word choice guidelines that can confound even the best writers, Grammar Girl makes complex grammar questions simple with memory tricks to help you recall and apply those troublesome grammar rules. Whether English is your first language or second language, Grammar Girl’s punctuation, style, and business tips will make you a better and more successful writer. Mignon Fogarty is the creator and host of Grammar Girl. Grammar Girl is a Quick and Dirty Tips podcast" [website]).
IV. Instructional Organization

a. We will begin the year studying short prose and preparing for the open question of the AP exam.  Second quarter we will move into drama and novel study.  Third quarter we will focus on poetry and novels.  Fourth quarter will be a review of poetry, prose, and drama. Though our “focus” for each nine weeks will be a specific genre, we will still examine a range of other genres that are thematically tied to our current content.  Thus, you can expect to cover short stories, poetry, drama, and at least one novel each nine weeks.  We will also spend time each nine weeks focusing on test preparation and strategies for both the multiple-choice and essay portions of the AP exam.  

b. Each nine weeks students will be encouraged (and sometimes required) to select one novel for outside reading from a list provided by the teacher to include in the READ 365 program.  The rationale for this requirement is to encourage students to choose reading that they can use for the open question on the AP exam.  Each nine weeks, students will use their choice book to complete a timed writing and/or similar assessment.  This may be completed as an individual, or it may be part of a group study.    
c. An instructional calendar/schedule will be available on my website.  Be sure to check it for class materials, as well as assignments and due dates.  

V. Academic Policies and Procedures

a. Grading Policy:  Student progress is determined through both formative and summative assessments.  Although all assessments will be evaluated, not all formative assessments will figure into the student’s overall course grades.  Graded assignments will fall into two categories, major assignments and minor assignments.  A particular assignment’s category will be determined based on complexity, amount of time required, and overall assessment of the course standards.  Formative assignments may include but are not limited to quizzes (vocabulary, reading, skill-based), informal writing assignments, general class work and homework.  Summative assignments may include but are not limited to tests, formal writing, research-based products, and culminating products.  While students will have fewer major assignments than minor assignments per grading period, the major assignments will comprise a greater percentage of the average.  In this class, grades will be determined by a weighted system.  Major assignments will be weighted 60% of a student’s average; minor assignments will be weighted 40% of a student’s average.  Individual assignments within these weighted categories will be scored by total points.  
b. Make-up Opportunities & Late Work Policy: A student will be permitted to make up work missed during an absence. At Chapin High School students are encouraged to attend school regularly. Nevertheless, students are absent for a variety of reasons, but students should understand the responsibility of making up work that belongs to them. The following guidelines are established for make-up work:
i. It is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for making up work due to any absence.
ii. There are a variety of options available to students to schedule make-up work before, after, and during the school day. For example, during school/class hours at the teacher’s discretion, and/or during scheduled enrichment times.
iii. Students who miss scheduled make-up appointments and/or assignments may be penalized.
iv. Students will have 6 days or 3 class periods to make-up missed work
v. Students missing three or more consecutive classes in a course will be given 10 school days to complete assignments unless other arrangements have been made.
vi. Pre-assigned work (i.e. long term assignments, tests, presentations, etc.) is due at the beginning of class upon the student’s return to class. If a student is not prepared upon return to turn in make-up work, the teacher will assign a zero unless other arrangements have been made.
vii. The teacher will enter a “0” in the gradebook with the “M” comment, deducting from the grade 10% per day the assignment is late. If a student does not make up work during the prescribed time, the teacher may assign a zero unless other arrangements have been made.
viii. A student who misses classes because of a school-sponsored function is responsible for long term assignments that will be missed before going on the trip. Students should be prepared to make up any missed test/quiz and/or give any presentation the day they return to class unless other arrangements have been made.
ix. Students whose lawful absences result in missing a final examination in a semester or yearly course will be provided a scheduled opportunity to make up the exam missed. Make up exams will not be scheduled during regular school hours. Exams must be taken on the scheduled day(s).

Avoiding a due date by not attending class is strongly discouraged and not a valid excuse for turning in late assignments; however, if a student must be absent from school, it is their responsibility and in their best interest to make-up all work missed as soon as possible.
c. Deadlines and Due Dates:  Please note that unless otherwise specified, an assignment is “due” at the beginning of class.  Because we will deal with both digital and paper work, please listen carefully for the submission guidelines for each assignment.  Digital work will still carry due dates, and occasionally, “hard copies” will still be required.  When actual paper copies are due, the assignment must already be printed BEFORE you come to class.  Coming into class and asking to print a paper or an assignment is unacceptable, and the assignment will be counted as late until I have a paper copy.  You are responsible for having your assignment in class on time. I will consistently provide you with an updated course calendar, which will list tests, major assignments, and topics for the month.  Thus, it is your responsibility to keep up with all assignments and to complete your work on time; I will accept no excuses for late work.  In addition, an assignment is “finished” when I determine you have submitted satisfactory work.  If a student hands in an assignment I deem unacceptable, I may require several revisions before accepting the assignment.  Do it right the first time!

d. Writing Expectations:  As this is a literature and composition course, students will be expected to use every assignment that involves writing to practice their best composition skills. Composition assignments will include statements, paragraphs, timed writing, and formal essays (personal, expository, and argumentative). The course will include various composition constructions in standard written English, emphasizing sentence variety and word choice.  (Note:  You will be wise to open a Dropbox account, or similar cloud storage account, so that your writing will be accessible when you need it.  You will need to have a catalog of your writing for your midterm and final portfolio.  Also consider - What if a college professor assigns a similar essay?  You don’t want to lose what you’ve already written.)
i. Writing Rubric:  All assignments for formal papers will include a specific grading rubric (adapted from AP 9- point scale used to score AP exams). 
ii. Timed Writings:  Throughout the year students will be required to respond to selected passages of prose and poetry for close analysis from previous AP prompts.  Because students are expected to write three essays in two hours on the AP exam, students will complete these writings in 40 minutes. Essays will be scored both by peers and the instructor based on AP 9-point rubric. 
iii. Creative Writing:  Students’ creative writing will be evaluated according to project-specific criteria that include a consideration of voice, style, conventions, and effectiveness.
iv. Out-Of-Class Writing Requirements:  Please remember that all out-of-class writing assignments, unless otherwise specified, must be typed (double-spaced, 12-point sans-serif font, 1-inch margins, MLA format).  I will also expect that you turn in any out of class writing assignment to www.turnitin.com .  Usually, you will bring a hard copy with you to class as well.
v. Turnitin.com: Most essays will be submitted both digitally (to turnitin.com) and in hard copy form.  Refer to the technology expectations section for information about your turnitin.com account requirements.  
vi. Grammar and Usage:  As an older student in an AP English Literature and Composition course, you should have a good command of standard written English. There will be mini lessons throughout the course determined by student need dealing with complex grammar and usage issues, sentence constructions, and diction. Individual writing conferences with the instructor may be required for additional help. 
e. Assessment:  Students will be expected to participate in large group discussions, Socratic seminars, small group work, independent research and study, and presentations.  Assignments include timed writing, papers written outside of class, speeches, seminars, class discussions, non-fiction and fiction reading assignments, projects, in-class analysis and reflection, quote analysis, various rhetorical modes of writing, studies of best practices for writing/language usage, and graphic organizers to aid in analysis. Specific activities within these broad categories will include, but are not limited to:
i. Timed Writings and Grading Calibration: Students will be expected to become proficient in analyzing and addressing a variety of prompts within a specified time limit. They will also be expected to analyze their writing as well as the writing of their classmates in a holistic manner based on the AP rubric. 
ii. Objective Tests and quizzes will be given periodically throughout the year to assess the students’ knowledge of the literature and how to apply rhetorical analysis strategies we have discussed.
iii. Reading Quizzes will be given often to assess students’ completion of outside reading and understanding of class notes.  These will be based mainly on comprehension-level questions.  Thus, students have homework every night and should always anticipate a quiz!  Most always, these quizzes will be unannounced.    

iv. Formal Research Essays will require students to synthesize and evaluate biographical and critical material.
v. Group and Individual Presentations assess not only their knowledge of their subject, but also students’ presentation and collaborative skills.  They will be required throughout the year. 
vi. Major Works Data Sheets may be required for novels and plays; they provide valuable review for the AP open-question.  They encourage close reading and will serve as the basis of class discussion.
vii. Vocabulary Tests focus on words that describe tone and SAT vocabulary.  
viii. Socratic Seminars will be conducted on a variety of texts.  Students should always read expecting to participate in a formal discussion of their observations of the text.  
ix. Prose and Poetry Responses are informal essays that direct class discussion and encourage continuous practice with close reading.  
x. Online Discussion:  Occasionally, you will hold discussions outside of class using Edmodo.  Chances are good that when you start your college classes next year you will be using an online learning platform like these (probably Blackboard). Remember that this is a scholarly extension of our classroom. Be ready, respectful, and responsible. While I welcome wit, make sure that the focus is on learning.  Refer to the technology expectations section below for information about joining my Edmodo group.  
xi. Final Growth Portfolio: You will submit a digital portfolio (website) that tracks your progress in both December and late April/early May. I will provide details and due dates by mid-September.  
f. Handouts:  Most handouts will be provided digitally on my website; therefore, it is important for you to come to class with a charged electronic device (district-provided iPad or similar) so that you can fully participate in class.  Occasionally, I will distribute hard copies of materials, but because I must be careful about my paper supply, I will not run extra copies of handouts if you lose one.  Students are responsible for keeping up with all papers and for having them ready for class. Students who lose copies of notes or handouts must make any necessary copies on their own.  
g. Notebook Requirements:  Students are expected to keep a well-organized 3-ring binder notebook that contains all handouts and notes. In addition, students are responsible for keeping ALL of their notes and handouts for the year, as they will be needed for both mid-term and final exams.  Thus, even though you may clean out your notebook every semester, you should be sure to keep all of that information in a safe place.  Your course syllabus and any WRITING should always be in your notebook.  DO NOT THROW AWAY ANY WRITING!!!  It is up to you to organize your notebook in a way that makes the most sense to you.  The two most common methods among former students are to organize according to the parts of the AP exam (multiple choice, prose, poetry, open question) with a few “other” categories (course documents, vocabulary) OR to use a strictly chronological organization (first day of school to last day of school).  
h. Academic Integrity:  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a “0” on an assignment.  Please note that this expectation includes a requirement that students complete all work by themselves unless the assignment is designated as a partner or group project.  Studying together is fine, but all written assignments should be completed individually.  Please note that in addition to a zero on the assignment, a student who cheats or plagiarizes will also receive a disciplinary consequence as outlined by the Lexington/Richland District 5 Honor Code.   
VI. Study Skills:  This college-level course requires extensive reading, writing, research, and oral work.  Regular attendance and attentiveness in class are essential for success.  A regular review of class notes, timely completion of assignments, and careful attention to reading assignments are also important elements for success.  Perhaps the BEST thing students can do to be successful both in class and on the AP exam is to READ works of literary merit and ask two questions:  What is the meaning of the work?  How does the author convey that meaning?    
Classroom Management & Expectations

* Discipline Philosophy:  Students will be intimately involved in the development and maintenance of the classroom community.  From rules to responsibilities to issues of respect, students will help us to create the best possible learning environment. Basically, discipline involves making sure that no student takes away the rights of any others to learn.  Your behavior governs ours!

* Respectful Debate:  We will be engaging in many debates and discussions on controversial issues throughout the year, and you will most certainly disagree with some comments that are made.  Yet, above all, the teacher and students are responsible for maintaining a community of respect in which everyone feels free to express his/her ideas openly and without restraint.  When engaged in class discussions, please refrain from calling fellow students by name and personalizing your comments; your disagreement should be with the idea and not the person.

* Materials For Class:  All students will be prepared and on-time for class each and every day.  For this class, you will need: a) A three ring binder with plenty of paper and pocket storage, b) district issued ChromeBook), c) plenty of ink pens, #2 pencils, and hi-liters.  

* Classroom Rules:  In addition to those rules enumerated in the Chapin High School Handbook, all students will obey these classroom rules:

Class Rules

Be in your seat when the bell rings.

Bring all books and materials to class.

No personal grooming during class time.

Sit in your assigned seat daily.

Follow directions the first time they are given.

Consequences

First offense: Verbal Warning

Second offense: Parent Contact and/or Office Referral

Procedures

When the bell rings: Be seated and begin reading the mentor text on the board.  Once you’ve read the text take out your writer’s notebook and begin composing a reflection on the piece.

Pencil Sharpener: The pencil sharpener may be used at any time so long as it does not interfere with instructional time.

When you have a question: Raise your hand and wait to be addressed.

Restroom:  If it is an emergency write a pass in your agenda and bring it to my desk for my initials.  Do not interrupt everyone else’s learning because you need to use the restroom.  Frequent restroom use may result in a loss of restroom privileges unless I receive a parent or doctor note.

When you’re absent: Check the class website to see what you missed.  There will often be links to assignments on the page.  Do these assignments and turn them in on THE DAY you come back to class.  

* Expectations For All Students:  Finally and most importantly, I expect the best from each and 

every one of you!  While I will do my best to assist each of you every step of the way, you are 

ultimately responsible for making the grade; you must earn it!  Each of you can be successful and reap both tangible and intrinsic rewards through diligent work, creative and analytical thought, and a willingness to accept serious academic challenges. Heed the words from Albert Einstein regarding the opportunities for growth provided by your educational experiences, “Never regard study as a duty, but as the enviable opportunity to learn to know the liberating influence of beauty in the realm of the spirit for your own personal joy and to the profit of the community to which your later work belongs.”

AP Literature and Composition Signature Sheet
Texts we will study may include various short stories and fiction excerpts, as well as:
· Thomas C. Foster's How To Read Literature Like A Professor
· Khaled Hosseini's The Kite Runner
· Barbara Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood Bible
· Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
· William Shakespeare’s Hamlet
· Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried
· Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye
· Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale
· Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World
· Tennessee Williams’s The Glass Menagerie
· Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest
· William Golding’s The Lord of the Flies
Equivalent to a college-level literature course, which is taught significantly above grade level, this course is designed for students who have demonstrated superior ability in communication, reading, research, and writing skills.  Additionally, the literature we will read and discuss in this class is geared toward an adult audience and therefore will often address adult topics and themes.  All selected texts are frequently cited on the AP Exam and are often taught in university classes.  Their literary and artistic merit makes them worthy of close reading and thoughtful classroom discussion. While your child will never be asked to validate or subscribe to any viewpoints espoused by an author, they will be expected to think critically around mature ideas.  Students who are uncomfortable with intellectually maneuvering around mature ideas and themes may be better suited to a high school level English course.
“I have read the AP Literature and Composition syllabus thoroughly, and I understand the basic expectations, rules, and procedures that we will follow throughout this course.  I realize that I am responsible for these regulations, procedures, and requirements, and I know that I will be held accountable for the contents of this document.”
Student Name (Print): _______________________________________
Student Signature: __________________________________________   
Date: ______________________
Parent/Guardian Name (Print): ________________________________   
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________
Date: ______________________
*Full Syllabus can be located at http://funkclasschs.weebly.com 
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