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        CHAPIN HIGH SCHOOL 

            http://www.lexrich5.org/ChapinHS.cfm
	Course: Creative Writing 1

	Length of Course: Semester

	South Carolina

Uniform Grading Scale

A= 90-100

B= 80-89
C= 70-79
D= 60-69
F= Below 60 

	Instructor: Mr. Patrick Funk

	Number of Credits: ½ 
	

	E-mail: pfunk@lexrich5.org
Web site: 
http://funkclasschs.weebly.com
	Type: 
Elective
	

	Voice Mail: ext. 5515
	
	


Course Description:  
This semester course is designed for students who enjoy writing and want to discover, develop, and refine their creative writing skills. Students will learn all stages of the writing process in order to produce various types of writing such as short stories, poetry, and personal essays. Students will study professional models in order to broaden their perspectives of the literary world. They will be given opportunities to try to publish their work through school, state, and national contests. Students will complete a portfolio of their writing 

Instructional Goals: 
The students will be able
1. To identify the qualities of good writing so that they might be adapted into his/her own personal style.
2. To begin pieces from various prompts that may or may not turn into full fledged, publishable works. 
3. To write in a variety of genres, specifically short story, poetry, and creative essays.
4. To find creative means to help both the writer and the audience think about the world and/or the human experience in new ways.
Textbook/ Resources: 

There is not a specific textbook for this class.  Lessons, prompts, examples, etc. will be pulled from a variety of authentic sources.  Most of these sources will be provided by the teacher.  However, on occasion, students may be asked to bring in examples of what they consider to be excellent creative writing.
Scope and Sequence:   Course of Study
	First Nine Weeks

	· The Short Story
                   Our first major writing unit will be focused on the genre of the short story.  The end goal of this unit will be to complete a polished short story that is at least four pages in length.  Topic and content of these stories will be student generated though I will be providing various prompts throughout the unit aimed at igniting ideas that will hopefully become the basis for these stories.  These will be due around the end of the 1st nine weeks.

	· Mentor Texts
Each class will begin with the examination of a mentor text of contemporary literature.  As a class we will look at an opening paragraph of a novel or short story and try to understand what exactly the writer is doing and how he/she hopes to affect his or her audience.  Initially I will bring in these examples, but eventually the students will be asked to provide this material.  Each student will be required to bring in three to four samples of writing they find to be excellent throughout the semester.

	· Writer’s Notebook

                  Aside from the three major pieces turned in for major grades, all of the writing in this course will be done in the student’s “Writer’s Notebook.”  This notebook should be dedicated exclusively to work being done in this class.  It should be organized chronologically and contain brainstorms and prompt writing done in class as well as written reflections on the mentor texts of literature being brought in throughout the unit.  These notebooks will be taken up and graded periodically.


	Second Nine Weeks

	· Poetry Collection
Our second major writing unit will be focused on poetry.  The end goal of this unit will be to complete five polished poems that are thematically linked in some way.  This is often referred to as a “cycle.”  As with the short story, unit topics and content will be student generated, but again I will be providing prompts and examples to get these ideas going.  These will likely be due mid-November.


	· Creative Nonfiction
Many students I’ve taught in the past have the misconception that all nonfiction is boring.  They think that a research paper on [insert boring dead person here] is the only way nonfiction can be done.  While this is one type of nonfiction it certainly and thankfully isn’t the only one.  For this last unit of the class we’ll be focused on writing creative nonfiction.  This is a relatively open genre that covers memoirs, humorous essays, serious essays, and essentially anything that doesn’t fall into the fiction category.  The end goal of this unit will be to create a polished piece of creative nonfiction that is at least three pages in length.  Prompts will be provided to help brainstorm ideas on topics. These will be due towards the end of the semester after Winter Break. 


	· Mentor Texts
We will continue to work with teacher and student generated mentor texts throughout the 2nd nine weeks only now they will be in the genres of poetry and creative nonfiction.

	· Writer’s Notebook

                  Writer’s notebooks will continue to be collected throughout the 2nd nine weeks of the course and should continue to be chronologically updated.




Note:  The above is a general outline and overview and certainly not an exhaustive listing of all that will be covered in the course. 
Assessments/Grading: 
New Final Exam Exemption Policy:


In order to promote excellent attendance, behavioral expectations and academic excellence, Chapin High School offers an exam exemption program to our students of all grade levels.  Exam exemption recognizes these students by allowing them to exempt exams if they meet the exemption criteria. Exam exemption applies only to final examinations. All Chapin High School students will participate in mid-term exams.

Exam exemption does not excuse students from the experience of preparing for a comprehensive exam. Testing is an important part of academic life at Chapin High School. Students take assessments as a regular part of their coursework, and those students who do qualify for exam exemptions will still be required to take specific exams such as Advanced Placement or EOC exams and other state-mandated assessments.
●  School Level - Students who receive any days of in-school suspension or any days of out of school suspension, will not be eligible to exempt any exam.

●  Class Level - Students will only be eligible to exempt a specific exam if the student has five or fewer unlawful absences for a particular course.

●  Class Level - Students will only be eligible to exempt a specific exam in a course if the student has an 80 average or better.

Grade Weights:

*Grades for this course will be generated as follows:

Three Published Pieces

45%  (15% each)


Class Participation

20%


Writer’s Notebook

20%


Mentor Texts


15%
Make –up work/Late work policy
a. Make-up Opportunities & Late Work Policy: A student will be permitted to make up work missed during an absence. At Chapin High School students are encouraged to attend school regularly. Nevertheless, students are absent for a variety of reasons, but students should understand the responsibility of making up work that belongs to them. The following guidelines are established for make-up work:
i. It is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for making up work due to any absence.
ii. There are a variety of options available to students to schedule make-up work before, after, and during the school day. For example, during school/class hours at the teacher’s discretion, and/or during scheduled enrichment times.
iii. Students who miss scheduled make-up appointments and/or assignments may be penalized.
iv. Students will have 6 days or 3 class periods to make-up missed work
v. Students missing three or more consecutive classes in a course will be given 10 school days to complete assignments unless other arrangements have been made.
vi. Pre-assigned work (i.e. long term assignments, tests, presentations, etc.) is due at the beginning of class upon the student’s return to class. If a student is not prepared upon return to turn in make-up work, the teacher will assign a zero unless other arrangements have been made.
vii. The teacher will enter a “0” in the gradebook with the “M” comment, deducting from the grade 10% per day the assignment is late. If a student does not make up work during the prescribed time, the teacher may assign a zero unless other arrangements have been made.
viii. A student who misses classes because of a school-sponsored function is responsible for long term assignments that will be missed before going on the trip. Students should be prepared to make up any missed test/quiz and/or give any presentation the day they return to class unless other arrangements have been made.
ix. Students whose lawful absences result in missing a final examination in a semester or yearly course will be provided a scheduled opportunity to make up the exam missed. Make up exams will not be scheduled during regular school hours. Exams must be taken on the scheduled day(s).

Avoiding a due date by not attending class is strongly discouraged and not a valid excuse for turning in late assignments; however, if a student must be absent from school, it is their responsibility and in their best interest to make-up all work missed as soon as possible.
* Academic Honesty:  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic “0” on that assignment.  Please note that this expectation includes a requirement that students complete all work by themselves unless the assignment is designated as a partner or group project.  Working together is fine, but all written assignments should be completed individually.  The student handbook contains definitions of plagiarism and disciplinary actions taken in the event of its occurrence.  Cheating is wrong.  DON’T DO IT! 
Parent Opportunity to monitor student progress
*All parents are encouraged to monitor the progress of their children via parent portal.  Information on accessing parent portal can be obtained from the guidance department.  If a parent should ever have questions, concerns, or comments regarding grades, they are encouraged to email me at pfunk@lexrich5.org.  I’m usually able to respond to these emails within 48 hours.

*Parents are also strongly encouraged to keep up with assignments via the class web page (URL at top of syllabus).
* Out-Of-Class Writing Requirements:  Please remember that all out-of-class writing assignments 

must be typed (double-spaced, 12-point Times Roman font, 1-inch margins, MLA format).  

They may only be handwritten in ink (still double-spaced) in the event of a last minute computer emergency, and in this case, you must also bring a parent/guardian note verifying this computer problem.  Without a parent note in this situation, you will automatically lose 10% of the point value of the assignment.  There will be standard deductions for these requirements as well as for stylistic elements, organizational expectations, and grammatical errors.

* Handouts:  I will not run extra copies of handouts, so students are responsible for keeping up with 

all papers and for having them ready for class.  It is essential that all students have their notes in 

class daily in order to maximize the learning process, and it is each student’s responsibility to be prepared in this manner.  

* Deadlines and Due Dates:   Please note that an assignment is “due” at the beginning of class, and an 

actual paper copy (not a computer disk or file) must exist.  Coming into class and asking to

print a paper or an assignment is unacceptable and will be counted as late.  You are responsible 

for having your assignment in class on time. 
* Enrichment:  If you need any extra assistance with Creative Writing, please see me, and I will be happy 
to arrange a time to work with you.  I can come early in the mornings or stay after school on most 

days, but I will need prior notice. 
Classroom Management & Expectations
* Discipline Philosophy:  Students will be intimately involved in the development and maintenance of 

the classroom community.  From rules to responsibilities to issues of respect, students will help 

us to create the best possible learning environment.  Basically, discipline involves 

making sure that no student takes away the rights of any others to learn.  Your behavior 

governs ours!
* Respectful Debate:  We will be engaging in many debates and discussions on controversial issues 

throughout the year, and you will most certainly disagree with some comments that are made.  

Yet, above all, the teacher and students are responsible for maintaining a community of respect 

in which everyone feels free to express his/her ideas openly and without restraint.  When 

engaged in class discussions, please refrain from calling fellow students by name and 

personalizing your comments; your disagreement should be with the idea and not the person.

* Materials For Class:  All students will be prepared and on-time for class each and every day.  

For this class, you will need: a) a composition notebook, b) district issued ChromeBook), c) plenty of ink pens, #2 pencils, and hi-liters.  
* Classroom Rules:  In addition to those rules enumerated in the Chapin High School Handbook, all students will obey these classroom rules:
Class Rules

1. Be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. Bring all books and materials to class.

3. No personal grooming during class time.

4. Sit in your assigned seat daily.

5. Follow directions the first time they are given.

Consequences

First offense: Verbal Warning

Second offense: Parent Contact and/or Office Referral
Procedures

When the bell rings: Be seated and begin reading the mentor text on the board.  Once you’ve read the text take out your writer’s notebook and begin composing a reflection on the piece.
Pencil Sharpener: The pencil sharpener may be used at any time so long as it does not interfere with instructional time.

When you have a question: Raise your hand and wait to be addressed.

Restroom:  If it is an emergency write a pass in your agenda and bring it to my desk for my initials.  Do not interrupt everyone else’s learning because you need to use the restroom.  Frequent restroom use may result in a loss of restroom privileges unless I receive a parent or doctor note.

When you’re absent: Check the class website to see what you missed.  There will often be links to assignments on the page.  Do these assignments and turn them in on THE DAY you come back to class.  See student handbook for make up policy pp. 13-14.

* Expectations For All Students:  Finally and most importantly, I expect the best from each and 

every one of you!  While I will do my best to assist each of you every step of the way, you are 

ultimately responsible for making the grade; you must earn it!  Each of you can be successful and reap both tangible and intrinsic rewards through diligent work, creative and analytical thought, and a willingness to accept serious academic challenges. Heed the words from Albert Einstein regarding the opportunities for growth provided by your educational experiences, “Never regard study as a duty, but as the enviable opportunity to learn to know the liberating influence of beauty in the realm of the spirit for your own personal joy and to the profit of the community to which your later work belongs.”

* STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN LEARNING!

Creative Writing 1
“I have read the Creative Writing 1* thoroughly, and I understand the basic expectations, rules, and procedures that we will follow throughout this course.  I realize that I am responsible for these regulations, procedures, and requirements, and I know that I will be held accountable.”

Student Name (Print): _______________________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________________

Date: _________________________

“I have read and reviewed the Creative Writing 1 Syllabus.”

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________

Date: _________________________

General Student Information

Name(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s): ___________________________________________________

Home Phone #: _________________________

Mother’s Work Phone #: _____________________
Mother’s Cell Phone #: _______________________

Mother’s E-Mail (please write legibly):

Father’s Work Phone #: ________________________
Father’s Cell Phone #: ________________________

Father’s E-Mail (please write legibly):

Student’s e-mail address (please write legibly): 
Comments, questions, or concerns:
*Syllabus can be located at http://funkclasschs.weebly.com 
